8. KEMHEHZLEEL D RIFEFEZRESS
The Aged Master, Takeda of Daitoryu Grants Full
Certification to Me
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At the Osaka Main Office of Asahi Shimbun Company.

Center: Takeda Soukaku, Left: Hisa Takuma, Right: Yoshimura
Yoshiteru, Rear Center Left: Nakatsu Heizaburo
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Back when former Somucho Mori Hakaru
Sensei was still alive and well, | visited Ms. Yoko
Wada, the fifth daughter of Master Hisa, along
with Mr. and Mrs. Mori and a Takumakai
member Mr. Y at her home. At that time, | was
shown Master Hisa's old diary and had the
opportunity to take a photo of the page dated
March 26, 1939, when Master Hisa was granted
full certification by Master Takeda Sokaku. Yoko
san mentioned, “"What my father wrote in the
latter part is about a banquet,” with a nostalgic
chuckle that left a lasting impression.




AKESLEDHRE
Master Hisa's diary

RpE TERRAICOISBRWEZBEHH DN, H
Rz RAIRBICEZTEZ THI,
Due to the use of old kana characters and my
own lack of knowledge, there are some parts |
don't understand, but | tried replacing the diary
with modern kana.
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The aged Master, Takeda of Daitoryu grants full
certification to me

From 12 p.m. NEWS

From 6 p.m. Kiyo's, accompanied for the
celebration, heading to Kitano Tavern district
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Actually, shortly after posting the first draft on
this website, | had the opportunity to have a
dinner with the grandson of Master Hisa, who
had lived with him in Osaka. | was privileged to
hear some valuable stories from the past. | also
received interesting insights about certain parts
written in this diary. I'm grateful that | was finally
able to decipher the parts | didn't understand.
I'd like to note that this draft has been revised
based on the stories shared at that time, from
the initial draft.
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"Kiyo" is the name of a restaurant that Master
Hisa frequented, and its full name is "Yukakiyo"
which was located in Kitano, Osaka Umeda, and
was conveniently close to his workplace.
According to the grandson, he occasionally
heard the name "Yukakiyo”™ when Master Hisa
was well. It was probably one of Master Hisa's
favorite restaurants. (the grandson was with
Master Hisa more than 20 years after receiving
the full certification, during the time of the
Saitama Dojo in Osaka)
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Then, what is "NEWS"? He also told me the
following inference.

On the day of this diary written, it seems that
disciples of Sokaku from Osaka Asahi gathered,
and not only Master Hisa received the full
certification, but each person also received a
certificate from Sokaku. Naturally, it seems that
a celebration banquet was prepared. It seems
that they thought they might have spent time
chatting at a café or something named "NEWS"
to pass the time until the restaurant opened in
the evening. The basis for this speculation was
that at the time, the Osaka headquarters of
Asahi Shimbun had the first full-fledged upscale
Western restaurant in the Kansai region called
"Alaska." This restaurant had become very



popular among politicians, businessmen, and
cultural figures. Therefore, he speculated that
besides the restaurant, there might have been a
casual café or something like that in the
building where people could easily stop by. He
thought that perhaps it was "Café NEWS” or
“Tea Room NEWS”. | thought it was intriguing to
speculate that the café or the tea room in the
newspaper company's building might be named
"NEWS," so | looked into it, but | haven't reached
a conclusion from my investigation so far. (Now,
“Alaska" is still in operation at the Asahi
Shimbun Osaka headquarters new building,
Nakanoshima Festival Tower.)
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| also looked into "Yukakiyo". Then, | found out
that it was located near Osaka Daini Station
Building, specifically in Kitashinchi. It seems to
have been in operation until sometime around
the Heisel era, and you can still find articles and
photos about the kappo cuisine (a kind of
traditional Japanese style restaurants) on
gourmet websites. It's a bit disappointing to
think that | might have been able to visit if | had
known a little earlier. However, there is still a
building named Yukakiyo Building, and five
restaurants and bars operate on each floor
from the basement to the fourth floor.
Someday, | hope to find the opportunity to visit
and spend time at the place where Hisa Takuma
Sensei, Takeda Soka Sensel, and the members
of Osaka Asahi would have celebrated their
achievements.
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The era saw the beginning of the Second Sino-
Japanese War two years prior in 1937, when
this diary was written in 1939, and it expanded
into the Pacific War two years later in 1941. On
the other hand, in the following year of the
diary, in 1940, Hisa's other mentor, Ueshiba
Morihei Sensei, established the Kobukan Dojo,
which later became the precursor to the Aikikal
Foundation. It is deeply moving to think that this
diary represents just one page of those
remarkable days.
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The well-known photograph of Master Sokaku
and Hisa Sensei sitting side by side holding the
certificate of complete transmission was taken
in May, two months after the diary. Perhaps, it
was decided later on to commemorate the
event by taking a formal photograph of the
master and disciple dressed in their finest attire
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Commemorative Photograph of Master Takeda Sokaku and Disciple
Hisa Takuma



“In Celebration of the Bestowal of the Complete Transmission of
Daito-ryu Aikijujutsu’

May 1939

Grandmaster: Takeda Sokaku, 82 years old

Chief Disciple: Hisa Takuma, 42 years old
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